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Documenting risk on assessment tools: what does this look like in practice?

Instead of this:

Question Yes No

Comments (or not known)

Try this:

Have they ever...

controlled your access to money, or had
a negative impact on your financial
situation?

B O

Client has experienced financial abuse for 10 years. She
does not have her own income. Sometimes there is no
money for the children's lunches.

/

Financial abuse can involve a
variety of behaviours which
require unique responses.

Specific detail about each risk
factor will enable tailored
interventions and better support.

had a history of violent behaviour to
previous partners, other family members B O
or non-family members? (specify details)

Stigmatising language is used and
limited information is provided about
Tom's pattern of substance use and
how this intersects with his use of
violence.

misused alcohol, drugs or other <
substances?* (specify substance)

il 2 4

The risk factor has been ticked
as present but no further
information has been
provided. This makes the
pattern of behaviour and level
of risk unclear. Other
professionals may need to
follow up to determine if
further information is
available.

Tom is an addict and drinks most days.

Question Yes MNo Comments (or not known)
Have they ever...

controlled your access to money, or had Sarah's husband Tom controls all aspects of the

a negative impact on your financial family's finances and has done so since they were

situation? married 10 years ago. Tom restricts Sarah's access to
funds for essential household items. For example, Tom
often withholds money for groceries and threatens to
"cut her off" if she "plays up". Tom scrutinises Sarah's

X' [0  spending and verbally abuses her regarding her

Tom’s pattern of behaviour is

clearly articulated. The impact
on Jess and Evan is explicit
and responsibility for this is
clearly attributed to Tom's
choices.

had a history of violent behaviour to
previous partners, other family members
or non-family members? (specify details)
1]

The source of information is
clearly identified and unknown

information is explicitly flagged.

misused alcohol, drugs or other
substances?* (specify substance)

purchases, e.g. "you stupid bitch, you are useless with
money". Sarah is the primary carer for their 2 children;
Jess and Evan. Tom is in paid employment. Due to
Tom's financial abuse, there have been times that Jess
and Evan have had insufficient food for lunch and their
school have raised concerns around this with Sarah.
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Tom's sister has mentioned to Sarah that he was a
respondent on an intervention order protecting his ex-
partner. Sarah is not aware of any further information
about this relationship. A FVISS request to Victoria
Police for additional information about Tom's
behaviour has been completed but as of 22.8.24, a
response has not yet been received.

Language aligns with an anti-
oppressive approach and
additional detail about Tom's

substance use is provided.
Sarah’s perspective is
highlighted.

Tom consumes alcohol regularly and drinks a six-
pack of full strength beer most days, but can also
drink more than this on occasion. Tom has not
accessed AOD services for support. Sarah is
concerned about Tom's drinking and is very
fearful of Tom when he drinks. Tom has
physically assaulted Sarah when intoxicated; by
pushing her and hitting her in the face.




